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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 
Claims 1-17. (Canceled) 

Claim 18. (Currently Amended) A continuous method for producing polarizing films, 
[[that]] which comprises: 

monoaxially stretching a polyvinyl alcohol film having a width of at least 2 m in an 
aqueous boric acid solution, such that the polyvinyl alcohol film is drawn to a draw ratio of at 
least 5 times, and the polyvinyl alcohol film is stretched based on the following conditions: 
A*5(m) (1) 
[[1.5]] 3 ^ A/B * 0.5 (min) (2) 
A/C ^ [[6.7]] 5 (3) 
wherein A indicates the stretching distance (m), B indicates the stretched film speed (m/min), 
and C is the stretched film width (m) A 

wherein the resultant polarized film has a degree of polarization of at least 99.97% 
and a dichroic ratio of at least 64 . 

Claim 19. (Canceled) 

Claim 20. (Previously Presented) The method for producing polarizing films as 
claimed in claim 1 8, wherein the ratio (A/B) of the stretching distance (A) to the stretched 
film speed (B) is at least 1 .0 (minute). 
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Claim 21. (Previously Presented) The method for producing polarizing films as 
claimed in claim 1 8, wherein the temperature of the aqueous boric acid solution ranges from 
30 and 90° C. 

Claim 22 and 23. (Canceled) 

Claim 24. (Previously Presented) The method for producing polarizing films as 
claimed in claim 1 8, wherein the polarizing films are produced by a series of steps of 
swelling a polyvinyl alcohol film, dyeing the film, monoaxially stretching the polyvinyl 
alcohol film in an aqueous boric acid solution, fixing the film, and drying the film. 

Claim 25. (Previously Presented) The method for producing polarizing films as 
claimed in claim 1 8, wherein the polyvinyl alcohol has a degree of hydrolysis of at least 95 
mol %. 

Claim 26. (Previously Presented) The method for producing polarizing films as 
claimed in claim 25, wherein the polyvinyl alcohol has a degree of hydrolysis of at least 98 
mol %. 

Claim 27. (Previously Presented) The method for producing polarizing films as 
claimed in claim 26, wherein the polyvinyl alcohol has a degree of hydrolysis of at least 99 
mol %. 

Claim 28. (Previously Presented) The method for producing polarizing films as 
claimed in claim 27, wherein the polyvinyl alcohol has a degree of hydrolysis of at least 99.5 
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mol %. 

Claim 29. (Previously Presented) The method for producing polarizing films as 
claimed in claim 1 8, wherein the polyvinyl alcohol has a degree of polymerization of at least 
1000. 

Claim 30. (Previously Presented) The method for producing polarizing films as 
claimed in claim 29, wherein the polyvinyl alcohol has a degree of polymerization of at least 
1500. 

Claim 3 1 . (Previously Presented) The method for producing polarizing films as 
claimed in claim 30, wherein the polyvinyl alcohol has a degree of polymerization of at least 
2000. 

Claim 32. (Previously Presented) The method for producing polarizing films as 
claimed in claim 18, wherein the polyvinyl alcohol film has a thickness ranging from 10 to 
100 urn. 

Claim 33. (Previously Presented) The method for producing polarizing films as 
claimed in claim 18, wherein the polyvinyl alcohol film contains a polyhydric alcohol serving 
as a plasticizer. 

Claim 34. (Previously Presented) The method for producing polarizing films as 
claimed in claim 18, wherein the polyvinyl alcohol film contains an anionic or nonionic 
surfactant. 
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Claim 35. (Canceled) 

Claim 36. (Currently Amended) A continuous method for producing polarizing films, 
[[that]] which comprises: 

swelling a polyvinyl alcohol film; 
coloring the polyvinyl alcohol film; 

monoaxially stretching the polyvinyl alcohol film having a width of at least 2 m in an 
aqueous boric acid solution, such that the polyvinyl alcohol film is drawn to a draw ratio of at 
least 5 times, and the polyvinyl alcohol film is stretched based on the following conditions: 
A^5(m) (1) 
[[1.5]]3 * A/B*0.5(min) (2) 
A/C > [[6.7]] 5 (3) 
wherein A indicates the stretching distance (m), B indicates the stretched film speed (m/min), 
and C is the stretched film width (m). 

fixing the stretched film in an aqueous boric acid or potassium iodide solution; and 
drying the colored film,, 

wherein the resultant polarized film has a degree of polarization of at least 99.97% 
and a dichroic ratio of at least 64 . 

Claim 37. (Currently Amended) The method for producing polarizing films as 
claimed in claim 36, additionally comprising A continuous m e thod for producing polarizing 
films, that compris e s: 

sw e lling a polyvinyl alcohol film; 

coloring th e polyvinyl alcohol film; 
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monoaxially stretching th e polyvinyl alcohol film having a width of at l e ast 2 m in an 
aqu e ous boric acid solution, such that th e polyvinyl alcohol film is drawn to a draw ratio of at 
l e ast 5 tim e s, and the polyvinyl alcohol film i s s tr e tch e d bas e d on th e following conditions: 

A > 5 (m) ^ 

1.5 ^ A/B a: 0.5 (min) (3) 

A/C * 6.7 (3) 

wh e rein A indicat e s the str e tching distanc e (m), B indicat e s the str e tch e d film sp ee d (m/min), 
and C i s th e str e tched film width (m); 

fixing th e s tr e tch e d film in an aqu e ous boric acid or potassium iodid e solution; 
drying th e color e d film; and 

heating the colored film following dryinR the colored film . 
Claim 38. (Canceled) 

Claim 39. (Previously Presented) The method for producing polarizing films as 
claimed in claim 18, wherein the ratio of the stretching distance (A) to the stretched film 
width (C), (A/C) is at least 10. 

Claim 40. (New) The method for producing polarizing films as claimed in claim 18, 
wherein 1.5 ^ A/B ;> 0.5 (min) (2) 

A/C * 6.7 (3). 

Claim 41 . (New) The method for producing polarizing films as claimed in claim 36, 
wherein 1.5 s> A/B * 0.5 (min) (2) 

A/C ;> 6.7 (3). 
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Claim 42. (New) The method for producing polarizing films as claimed in claim 37, 
wherein 1.5 * A/B ;> 0.5 (min) (2) 

A/C > 6.7 (3). 

Claim 43. (New) The method for producing polarizing films as claimed in claim 18, 
wherein A is at least 8 m. 

Claim 44. (New) The method for producing polarizing films as claimed in claim 18, 
wherein A is at least 10 m. 

Claim 45. (New) The method for producing polarizing films as claimed in claim 18, 
wherein A is at least 15 m. 

Claim 46. (New) The method for producing polarizing films as claimed in claim 18, 
wherein B is at least 8 m/min and C is at least L5 m. 
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